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"Why do you always poke your nose into other people's
business?'* Moonbeam said. "How dare you rush in here and
frighten rne like that?*'

"You dog!" Hsi-mSn said. "Go back to the front court at
once. What do you mean by leaving Master Wen and Silver
Maid to come and see what we're about?'*

Po-chlieh sat down on the bed. "Let me kiss your arm/' he
said to Moonbeam, "then I'll go away and leave you to amuse
yourselves." He drew the girl's arm from her sleeve and
praised it. "My child," he said, "one has only to see these
hands of yours to realise that Heaven intended you for the life
you lead."

"Oh, you rascal," Moonbeam cried, "no words are bad
enough for you."

Po-chiieh took her hand and bit it. She cried out and cursed
him. "Oh, vile Beggar Ying, you never stop playing these
horrible tricks of yours." Then she said to Peach Blossom her
maid: "Go after him and, when he is once outside the door,
bolt it."

Then Moonbeam told Hsi-mSn Ch'ing all about Cassia
and young master Wang. "Sun Kua-tsui," she said, "Pock-
marked Chu, Little Chang and some others went with young
Master Wang to Cassia's place. He had given up Exquisite
and taken on with Iris, at the Chain's place. At both places,
he has spent a great deal of money and, recently, he had to
pawn his fur coat for thirty taels. He stole a pair of his mother's
gold bracelets and gave them to Cassia for a month's enjoy*
ment of her favours."

"The wicked little whore!" Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "I told
her to have nothing to do with that young scamp. She promised
me faithfully she would give him up, and swore she would
never see him again. She has deceived me."

"Father, don't be annoyed," Moonbeam said. "I will tell
you a way to get even with young master Wang. You will
have no more reason to be angry."

Hsi-men Ch'ing took her on his knees. "What is your
idea?" he said. "Tell me."

"I will tell you if you promise not to say a word to any-
body else, not even Beggar Ying. I don't want it to get
about."